
 
 
 

 
 

Rename the Post-Baccalaureate Certificate in "Intermediate Survey 
Methodology" to "Fundamentals of Survey Methodology" (PCC 18068) 

 

 

ISSUE  

The Joint Program in Survey Methodology within the College of Behavioral and Social Sciences 
proposes to rename its current post-baccalaureate certificate program in “Intermediate Survey 
Methodology” to “Fundamentals of Survey Methodology.”  The word “Intermediate” implies that the 
program is for students who already have some graduate training in survey methodology; however, 
the program, which was first approved in 1999, has never required prior graduate training in survey 
methodology.  The curriculum provides a comprehensive treatment of the field at an introductory, 
fundamental level. Courses cover key areas of survey methodology, including survey design, data 
collection methods, and the analysis of survey data. “Fundamentals of Survey Methodology” is 
therefore more accurate and will be more appealing to prospective students. 

 
This proposal was approved by the Graduate School Programs, Curricula, and Courses committee 
on February 22, 2019, and was approved by the Senate Programs, Curricula, and Courses 
committee on March 1, 2019. 

RECOMMENDATION(S) 

The Senate Committee on Programs, Curricula, and Courses recommends that the Senate approve 
this program name change.   

COMMITTEE WORK 

The committee considered this proposal at its meeting on February 22, 2019.  Jody Williams and 
Chris Antoun of the Joint Program in Survey Methodology presented the proposal, which was 
unanimously approved by the committee. 

ALTERNATIVES 

The Senate could decline to approve this program title change. 

RISKS 

PRESENTED BY Janna Bianchini,  Chair, Senate Programs, Curricula, and Courses Committee 
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If the Senate declines to approve this name change, the program will retain its inaccurate title and 
be less appealing to potential students. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no financial implications with this proposal. 
 
 
  
 
 

 





Modifying Graduate Certificate Z011: Fundamentals of Survey Methodology 

 

 

Rationale for the name change: 

 

We are proposing a name change from “intermediate” to “fundamentals” because of 

changes to the curriculum. The program requires 6 fewer credits and one fewer 

advanced 700‐level course than when the program was launched as Intermediate 

Survey Methodology. We think that the new title emphasizes that the coursework 

focuses on core foundational concepts in survey methodology rather than intermediate 

or advanced concepts.  

 
 

 




