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CALL TO ORDER 

Senate Chair Laura Dugan called the meeting to order at 3:26 p.m. 

APPROVAL OF THE MARCH 3, 2021 SENATE MINUTES 

The minutes were approved as distributed.  

REPORT OF THE CHAIR (INFORMATION) 

Meeting Logistics: Dugan reminded Senators and Deans that they can raise Points of Order in the 
Chat Box and that any questions, comments, or technical difficulties placed in the Chat Box will not 
be responded to. She stated that any Senator or attendee who has technical difficulty should email 
senatemeetinghelp@umd.edu for immediate assistance.  
 
Voting: Dugan stated that Senators and Deans must use TurningPoint to vote during Action items 
on the agenda. She provided instructions for logging into TurningPoint and entering the Session ID 
for the meeting.  

Committee Volunteer Period: Dugan stated that the online system to sign up to serve on one of the 
10 Senate standing committees of the Senate for the upcoming academic year is now open. She 
noted that committee members do not need to be Senators. The deadline to volunteer is April 30th. 
Dugan encouraged Senators interested in volunteering to submit a volunteer statement on the 
Senate website, pick their top three committee choices, and describe their interest in serving. She 
stated that the Senate’s Committee on Committees will select volunteers to serve on each 
committee and notify them of their placement over the summer.  
 
Senate Meeting Schedule Update: Dugan stated that the Senate Executive Committee (SEC) has 
modified the Senate meeting schedule for the remainder of the academic year. The next Senate 
meeting that was previously scheduled for April 21, 2021 has been rescheduled to April 20, 2021 
because of a conflict with one of the Presidential Inauguration events. She shared that it is not often 
that our campus gets to celebrate the inauguration of a new President, so the Senate leadership felt 
it was important to reschedule the Senate meeting to ensure there was no longer a conflict for those 
who wished to attend both the Senate meeting and the event.  

Dugan stated that the SEC has approved the addition of an extra Senate meeting on May 11, 2021 
as the new Transition meeting of the Senate where new Senators will begin their terms and the new 
Senate will elect its Chair-Elect and initiate the election process for its elected committees and 
councils. This will allow the current Senate to use the May 4, 2021 Senate meeting as an additional 
business meeting, which gives committees some additional time to complete their work. Dugan 
shared that as a result, outgoing Senators’ terms will now end after the May 4, 2021 meeting and 
incoming Senators’ terms will now begin on May 11, 2021. All Senate meetings for the remainder of 
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the semester will continue to be held on Zoom, and details about the schedule changes will be 
forthcoming from the Senate Office. 

PCC PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN SOCIAL DATA SCIENCE 
(SENATE DOCUMENT #20-21-35) (ACTION) 

Betsy Beise, member of the Programs, Courses, and Curricula (PCC) Committee, presented the 
proposal and provided background information.  
 
Dugan thanked Beise and opened the floor to discussion of the proposal.  

Senator Lalwani, faculty, College of Arts and Humanities, expressed support for the proposal as it 
provides an opportunity for students both inside and outside of STEM fields to explore interests in 
data science and is a step towards fulfilling the University’s mission to reflect the needs of society, 
and changing learning dynamics.  

Hearing no further discussion, Dugan called for a vote on the proposal. The result was 119 in favor, 
6 opposed, and 1 abstentions. The proposal passed.  

PCC PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A POST-BACCALAUREATE CERTIFICATE IN DUAL 
LANGUAGE EDUCATION (SENATE DOCUMENT #20-21-39) (ACTION)  

Betsy Beise, member of the Programs, Courses, and Curricula (PCC) Committee, presented the 
proposal and provided background information.  
 
Dugan thanked Beise and opened the floor to discussion of the proposal.  

Senator Aparicio Blackwell, exempt staff, expressed support for the proposal as many communities 
in the area surrounding campus speak languages other than English.  

Senator Rozenblit, faculty, College of Arts and Humanities, inquired if the College of Education has 
consulted with experts on bilingual education in the School of Languages, Literatures, and 
Cultures.  

Beise explained that students coming into the program will already be bilingual or speak a language 
other than English as their native language. She stated that the proposed program is about 
educational strategies for students in K-12 schools.  

Melinda Martin-Beltran, faculty, College of Education, stated that the School of Education has 
consulted with colleagues in the School of Languages, Literatures, and Cultures (SLLC). She stated 
that their hope is that the program would be a pipeline to increase bilingual students' interest in 
studying languages. Martin-Beltran reminded the Senate that the proposed program is a graduate-
level program, and the students could also be prepared in world languages. The University already 
offers bachelor’s programs and masters programs in world languages. She stated that the College 
of Education works closely with colleagues in SLLC to ensure that students are qualified and can 
take one of the electives in the School if students want to specialize in a language. 



A verbatim recording of the meeting is on file in the Senate Office.  3 of 10 

Senator Rozenblit clarified that she was concerned about whether the College of Education 
consulted with experts in bilingualism and acquiring second languages. She stated that she is not in 
opposition to the proposal.  

Senator Lalwani, faculty, College of Arts and Humanities, asked if Martin-Beltran could elaborate on 
what the proposed program will offer for languages other than Spanish. She inquired if the College 
reached out to programs at bilingual schools that teach French and German.  

Martin-Beltran stated that the College of Education has a long-term relationship with SLLC, and 
works closely to make sure that students placed in the bachelor’s and master’s programs are taking 
courses in their language. She explained that the dual language schools in Montgomery County and 
Prince George’s County are majority dual language Spanish programs, and well known French 
immersion programs. Martin-Beltran stated that the proposed program focuses on dual language 
pedagogy, which applies across languages. She stated that experts in the College of Education 
conduct research in those areas.  

Senator Callaghan, faculty, College of Arts and Humanities, inquired if the College of Education has 
been in touch with the National Foreign Language Center (NFLC) at the University, which has many 
resources for bilingual education. She invited the College of Education to contact the NFLC and 
expressed support for the proposal.  

Martin-Beltran stated that she has worked with colleagues at the NFLC on a literature review on 
best practices for foreign language teaching and hopes that the proposed program will increase the 
pipeline of bilingual students and teachers.  

Hearing no further discussion, Dugan called for a vote on the proposal. The result was 116 in favor, 
2 opposed, and 3 abstentions. The proposal passed.  

REVIEW OF THE SENATE BYLAWS TO ENSURE ALIGNMENT WITH CURRENT SENATE 
PRACTICES (SENATE DOCUMENT #20-21-16) (ACTION)  

Marcia Shofner, Chair of the Elections, Representation, and Governance (ERG) Committee, 
presented the proposal and provided background information.  

Dugan thanked Shofner and noted that a few amendments needed to be made to the ERG 
Committee’s recommendations based on a recent announcement by President Pines and a minor 
oversight related to pronouns.  

Dugan invited Senator Lanford, faculty, Division of Research, to propose the amendments.  

Senator Lanford stated that on March 9, 2021, President Pines announced several leadership 
appointments, which included changes to the structure and the titles of senior administrators. She 
explained that the new titles are not reflected in the revised Bylaws because the ERG Committee 
approved its recommendations on March 2, 2021. Senator Lanford explained that two amendments 
are needed to accurately reflect these changes.  

Senator Lanford made a motion that all references throughout the ERG Committee’s 
recommendation to the following administrator titles be updated to reflect the Vice Presidential titles 
announced by President Pines:   
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• "Vice President for Administration & Finance" should be updated to “Vice President and Chief 
Administrative Officer” in Articles 6.2.a, 6.6.a, and 6.9.a; and 

• “Associate Vice President for Finance and Chief Financial Officer” should be updated to “Vice 
President for Finance” in Article 7.1.a. 

The motion was seconded.  

Dugan opened the floor to discussion of the amendment to update the titles of the administrators; 
hearing no discussion, Dugan called for a vote. The result was 111 in favor, 1 opposed, and 9 
abstentions. The amendment to update the titles of the administrators in the ERG 
Committee’s recommendation passed. 

Dugan invited Senator Lanford to propose the second amendment.  

Senator Lanford stated that the second amendment involves representation on the Campus Affairs 
Committee. She explained that President Pines also announced that he had selected Brian Ullmann 
to serve as the Vice President for Marketing and Communications. Senator Lanford explained that 
after consultation with the President’s Office, it became clear that the ex-officio representation for 
the Campus Affairs Committee should be changed to a representative of the Vice President for 
Marketing and Communications rather than the stated Vice President for University Relations. This 
position has historically been filled by a member of the Office of Strategic Communications, and 
changing the language in the Bylaws would align the language with the current practice.  

Senator Lanford made a motion that Article 6.2.a.1 of the ERG Committee’s recommendation be 
amended to replace University Relations with Marketing and Communications” as follows: 

(1) The committee shall consist of an appointed presiding officer; six (6) faculty members; two (2) 
undergraduate and two (2) graduate students; two (2) staff members, with one exempt and one 
non-exempt to the extent of availability; the President or a representative of the Student 
Government Association; the President or a representative of the Graduate Student Government; 
and the following persons or a representative of each: the Senior Vice President and Provost, the 
Vice President for Administration & Finance, the Vice President for Student Affairs, the Vice 
President for Marketing and Communications University Relations, the Vice President for 
Diversity & Inclusion, and the Chair of the Coaches Council. 

The motion was seconded.  

Dugan opened the floor to discussion of the amendment to change the ex-officio representation on 
the Campus Affairs Committee.   

Senator Aparicio Blackwell, exempt staff, requested clarification regarding the title change for the 
Vice President for Administration & Finance because it is no longer his title.  

Senator Lanford stated that the previous amendment that was just approved had already corrected 
the title change of the Vice President for Administration & Finance to the Vice President & Chief 
Administrative Officer in this same section. 

Dugan stated that each amendment had to be considered separately, so if both amendments are 
approved they will both be incorporated.  



A verbatim recording of the meeting is on file in the Senate Office.  5 of 10 

Hearing no further discussion, Dugan called for a vote on the amendment. The result was 117 in 
favor, none opposed, and 7 abstentions. The amendment to revise the ex-officio representation 
on the Campus Affairs Committee passed. 

Dugan invited Senator Lanford to provide the third amendment.  

Senator Lanford stated that the ERG Committee inadvertently missed revising a few instances of 
gendered pronouns into gender-neutral pronouns during its review. The Senate has been working 
to make these changes throughout its documents and would like to correct the oversight before the 
revisions are finalized. Senator Lanford stated that there are six instances in the Bylaws where “he 
or she” should be replaced with “they” and the corresponding verb should be revised to match. Four 
of the revisions will need to be made as part of the ERG Committee’s recommendations.  

She explained that two instances of gendered pronouns are in the Appendices in the Bylaws for the 
Library Council and the Bylaws for the Information Technology (IT) Council.  

Appendix 1 - Library Council Bylaws 
Appendix 1 – 4.B. The Chair may present reports and recommendations to the Senate but will not 
have a vote in Senate proceedings, unless they are he or she is a member of the Senate. 

Appendix 3 - IT Council Bylaws 
Appendix 3 – 3.6.B. The IT Council chair may present reports and recommendations to the Senate 
but will not have a vote in Senate proceedings, unless they are he or she is a member of the 
Senate. 

Senator Lanford stated that the Senate does not have sole purview over the guiding documents of 
Councils. She shared that the Senate leadership reached out to the administrators to whom these 
Councils report to ask them to initiate the process to revise their documents so that we can revise 
our appendices and they are both supportive of making the revisions. 
 
Senator Lanford made a motion to amend the four instances of gendered pronouns and their 
associated verbs in the ERG Committee’s recommendation to be more gender-inclusive: 

2.4 If an elected Senator is no longer a member of the constituency by which they were he or she 
was elected, the seat shall be vacated and the Senator shall be replaced according to the following 
guidelines: 

2.4.a If there was a runner-up in the election in which the Senator was elected, the runner-up shall 
replace that Senator immediately, provided they are he or she is still eligible. 

2.5 If an elected Senator is no longer in satisfactory standing at the University, they he or she shall 
be replaced immediately in accordance with 2.4.a or 2.4.c above. 

8.6.f In addition to the required annual report, the presiding officer shall keep the Chair of the 
Senate informed of the major issues before the University Council and shall indicate when action or 
information items are likely to be forwarded for Senate consideration. In submitting 
recommendations for Senate action, the University Council shall inform the unit director and the 
designated administrative officer in advance of its recommendations. For purposes of conducting 
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Senate business, reports from the University Council and floor privileges of the Senate shall be 
managed in the same manner as standing committees of the Senate defined in these Bylaws (3.3.c, 
4.4.b). In the case where the presiding officer of the University Council is not a member of the 
Senate, they he or she may report to the Senate and participate in the deliberations of the Senate 
subject to the provisions of Article 3.3.c of these Bylaws. 

The motion was seconded.  

Dugan opened the floor to discussion of the amendment to revise the gendered pronouns in the 
ERG Committee’s recommendation; hearing no discussion, Dugan called for a vote on the 
amendment. The result was 109 in favor, 9 opposed, and 6 abstentions. The amendment to 
update the gendered pronouns in the ERG Committee’s recommendation passed. 

Dugan stated that while the Senate was voting on the first amendment, the Senate Leadership 
received a correction from the President’s Office that the correct title for the Vice President for 
Finance is the Vice President for Finance and Chief Financial Officer. Dugan asked to make the 
correction by unanimous consent; hearing no objections, the correction was approved.  

Dugan opened the floor to discussion of the ERG Committee’s recommendation, as amended.  

Senator Katz, graduate student, College of Computer, Mathematical, and Natural Sciences stated 
that some other University governance organizations include statements in their Bylaws that any 
references to titles of people who are not members of the organization directly can be automatically 
changed without the approval of the Senate. He asked if it is possible to include such a provision in 
the Senate Bylaws.  

Dugan stated that it is possible to include that provision in the Bylaws as an amendment but specific 
language for the provision is needed. She stated that the Senate can add such language at a future 
Senate meeting and encouraged Senator Katz to coordinate with the Senate Office.  

Senator Lanford, faculty, Division of Research, stated that this provision sounds like a substantive 
change regarding how changes are made to the Bylaws and should be made at another Senate 
meeting. She expressed support for the provision.  

Hearing no further discussion, Dugan called for a vote on the revisions to the Bylaws, as amended 
and noted that revisions to the Senate Bylaws require a ⅔ vote in favor to be approved. The result 
was 116 in favor and 5 opposed. The revisions to the Bylaws passed. 

REVIEW OF THE INTERIM UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND POLICY AND PROCEDURES FOR THE 
USE OF FACILITIES AND OUTDOOR SPACES AND GUIDELINES FOR EXPRESSIVE ACTIVITY 
(SENATE DOCUMENT #20-21-11) (ACTION)  

Norma Andrews, Chair of the Campus Affairs Committee, presented the proposal and provided 
background information.  
 
Dugan thanked Andrews and opened the floor to discussion of the proposal.  
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A Senator requested clarification that External Users are unaffiliated with the University community 
and inquired if Nyumburu Amphitheatre’s location as the only Black space on campus for people to 
congregate was discussed.  

Andrews confirmed that External Users are unaffiliated with the University. She stated that the 
concerns regarding the use of Nyumburu as a space for External Users to host Expressive Activity 
events were raised by the University of Maryland Police Department (UMPD) because the location 
of the Amphitheatre being in a sunken pit could potentially pose a risk to public safety.  

Susan Canady, Assistant Director of Stamp Event and Guest Services and member of the Student 
Affairs Working Group involved in the creation of the interim Policy and Guidelines for Expressive 
Activity, stated that Nyumburu was excluded as a space for External Users to reserve for 
Expressive Activity for safety reasons as it is hard to manage the space if there is a potential 
confrontation.  

Dean Dalglish asked if Hornbake Plaza is the only location External Users can reserve for 
Expressive Activity and inquired where users can view a list of available spaces to reserve for 
Expressive Activity. 

Canady stated that the list of facilities and outdoor spaces available for reservation for External 
Users is found in Attachment A of the Policy. She stated that Hornbake Plaza is not the only space 
that External Users can reserve, but the operationalization team would highlight Hornbake Plaza for 
External Users looking for visibility for expressive activity.  

A Senator inquired if there was any consultation with key stakeholders.  

Andrews provided background information on the history of the committee’s work on the charge. 
She explained that during the Campus Affairs Committee’s previous review of the Policy, the 
Committee recommended that it be charged with reviewing the Guidelines for Expressive Activity 
after the Policy was approved. However, a Division of Student Affairs Working Group was convened 
to develop a proposed draft of the Guidelines for the committee to review.  

Canady explained that in addition to posing a physical security risk, the Working Group felt that 
allowing external groups to reserve Nyumburu for Expressive Activity has the potential for sending 
an upsetting message that would not match Nyumburu’s mission as a cultural center. 

Senator Lanford reminded Senators that the Senate committee charge process covers very 
extensive grounds and typically includes consultations with major stakeholders.  

Senators inquired if there was history of past incidents at Nyumburu where it was difficult for UMPD 
to respond to a confrontation and if Nyumburu was the only location identified as a security risk.  

Andrews stated that UMPD provided general examples but not information about specific incidents. 
She stated that UMPD commented on the possibility of heavy objects being thrown down and hitting 
people inside the pit, as well as challenges with evacuation from the Amphitheatre. Andrews stated 
that Nyumburu was identified as a risk for use by External Users.  

Dugan clarified that this provision only applies to External Users.  
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Senators expressed concern about limited spaces on campus available for freedom of expression 
for Black students. A Senator inquired where the definition of Expressive Activity can be located.  

Dugan stated that the definition of Expressive Activity is stated in the Policy.  

A Senator shared the perspective that not all aspects of Expressive Activity, such as leafleting, 
would present safety concerns. 

Senator Lanford explained that a concern is that External Users who would choose to reserve that 
space for Expressive Activity may present issues or standpoints that are in opposition to 
Nyumburu’s mission as a cultural center, which could cause an unsafe situation. She reminded 
Senators that the Policy does not limit the ability of students or student organizations to use 
Nyumburu to express their cultural identity on campus in any way. 

Senators inquired if Nyumburu staff or members of Black organizations on campus were involved in 
the Working Group’s discussions and if student organizations have to pay for insurance when 
reserving a space.  

Canady stated that members of the Nyumburu staff and student organizations were not involved in 
the Working Group’s discussions. She stated that a representative from the Office of Diversity and 
Inclusion, representatives from the Student Government Association, and representatives of the 
Graduate Student Government were included in the Working Group. Canady explained that student 
organizations are not currently covered by the University’s standard liability insurance and 
sometimes must purchase insurance when they host events, which could potentially involve injury to 
persons or damage to property. She stated that the University is trying to purchase a policy that 
would include student organizations. 

A Senator inquired if there is data showing that Nyumburu presents a safety concern, and inquired if 
there have been exponentially more incidents at Nyumburu than other areas on campus. The 
Senator shared the perspective that having this data would show that prohibiting External Users 
from holding Expressive Activity events would be driven by safety concerns rather than being 
misconstrued as cultural factors. 

Dugan explained that UMPD has indicated that incidents have occurred in Nyumburu. She 
explained that the Campus Affairs Committee did not change the Policy to remove Nyumburu as a 
location for External Users to reserve for Expressive Activity, as the interim Policy currently in place 
has already removed Nyumburu. 

Andrews shared that UMPD explained during the committee consultation that their job is to prevent 
dangerous situations from happening, and Nyumburu poses safety challenges in their assessment.  

Andrea Goodwin, interim Assistant Vice President of Student Affairs and Director of Student 
Conduct, emphasized that student groups can still sponsor outside groups to utilize campus spaces. 
She explained that the Policy refers to prohibiting External Users outside of the University that are 
unassociated to anyone in the campus community. Goodwin further explained that the University 
has to be content neutral. She stated that safety is the priority, and that if a threat assessment by 
UMPD indicates that a space on campus could cause potential harm to students, faculty, and staff if 
external groups hold an event there, the decision of UMPD has to take precedence. Goodwin noted 
that it can be very difficult for UMPD to control External Users causing issues in a central location 



A verbatim recording of the meeting is on file in the Senate Office.  9 of 10 

on campus. Goodwin stated that Expressive Activity is welcome on campus, but the safety of 
campus and students are the University’s top priorities.  

Dean Lim expressed appreciation for the Policy’s work in balancing the need for the safety of the 
campus community with Expressive Activity and inquired about language inconsistencies regarding 
the level of disruption in the Policy and shared the opinion that part of the power of Expressive 
Activity is to cause some disruption.  

Andrews stated that this point was not discussed by the committee. She stated that the focus of the 
Policy was in clarifying differences between Internal Users and External Users, and to clarify that 
students have the right to hold Expressive Activity. 

Goodwin clarified that disruption in the context of the Policy refers to the disruption of the work of 
the University and academic activities on campus, such as the use of amplified sound to drown out 
teaching activities or blocking doors to enter classrooms. 

Andrews stated that the Policy prevents major interference with the mission of the University. 

A Senator inquired if alumni are treated as students or External Users, and noted that many alumni 
host events at Nyumburu. The Senator inquired if there are alternatives to consider as opposed to 
implementing the proposed Policy. 

Canady stated that an alum is considered an External User within the terms of the Policy.  

Dugan stated that the interim Policy would remain in place as the default if the proposed policy was 
not approved.  

A Senator stated that Nyumburu might host an event for an alum who has a connection with 
Nyumburu and wishes to hold an event there. The Senator stated that an alum would not be 
considered an External User in that situation.  

Dugan reminded Senators that the interim Policy excluding Nyumburu remains in effect if the 
Senate votes down the proposal. She explained that the Senate is not effectively voting on that 
piece of the proposal.  

Senator Lanford stated that the disruption referred to in the Policy as prohibited conduct is the 
disruption of students’ ability to learn on campus. She explained that the idea of disruption as a 
social activist method has been valid, however the Code of Student Conduct does not permit the 
disruption of students’ ability to obtain an education. She reminded Senators that the revisions are 
aligning Policy with current practice, and if the revisions are not passed, the existing policy which 
includes the exclusion of Nyumburu and the references to disruption would still be in place. 

A Senator inquired when the issue of Nyumburu will be able to be addressed if the Policy is either 
passed or voted down. 

Dugan stated that the Senate tries to keep a policy that is passed for the next year or two in place 
unless there are major issues with the policy. She stated that if this proposed Policy is voted down, 
the interim Policy remains in place until the issue is raised again in the future.  
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A Senator suggested that including a reference in the proposed policy to “places on campus 
because of their physical attributes that have been deemed unsafe” and listing other places 
considered unsafe for outside groups to organize Expressive Activity could address Senators’ 
concerns about optics.  

A Senator inquired if the issue of Nyumburu could be raised in the upcoming school year if the 
proposal does not pass.  

Dugan explained that if the Policy passes the issue is resolved for now, and another proposal could 
be submitted and go to committee for review in the future.  

A Senator made a motion to extend the meeting by five minutes. The motion was seconded.  

Dugan called for a vote on the motion to extend and noted that it required a ⅔ vote in favor to pass. 
The result was 78 in favor and 27 opposed. The motion to extend the meeting by five minutes 
passed.  
 
A Senator suggested that the Senate vote to send the proposal back to the Campus Affairs 
Committee to make the change suggested by the Senator to have a general reference rather than 
singling out Nyumburu.  

Director Montfort explained that there needs to be a clear charge of what the committee is being 
asked to do if there is a motion to recommit the proposal to the committee. She clarified that the 
Campus Affairs Committee was not tasked with changing anything related to Nyumburu 
Amphitheater, as that change was already in the interim Policy. Montfort explained that the Policy 
was only changed because UMPD expressed concerns from a safety perspective about Nyumburu 
being the only space for External Users to reserve for Expressive Activity after the Campus Affairs 
Committee had approved the Policy in 2019. The Working Group convened to develop the 
guidelines, consult with various constituencies and groups on campus, and reviewed peer institution 
research in order to define specific spaces for Expressive Activity by External Users that was 
content neutral while preserving spaces for students where they were not in any way adversely 
affected by External Users. She explained that the Committee was tasked with reviewing the 
guidelines that the Working Group developed, not looking at the change related to Nyumburu. 
Montfort explained that recommitting the proposal to the committee would be unrelated to its original 
charge. 

The Senator withdrew the suggestion.  

A Senator made a motion to call the question. The motion was seconded.  

Dugan called for a vote on the motion to call the question.  

Dugan stated that the Senate will vote on this item at the beginning of the next Senate meeting as 
time for the meeting had expired. 

Dugan adjourned the meeting at 5:06 p.m.  
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