
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
In Spring 2020, the Senate Programs, Curricula, & Courses (PCC) Committee and the Senate 
Executive Committee (SEC) considered a proposal to rename the Department of Women’s Studies 
to the Harriet Tubman Department of Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies. As the proposal 
involved renaming the department to honor a specific individual, the proposed renaming was 
governed by the University System of Maryland (USM) Policy on the Naming of Facilities and 
Programs (VI-4.00), which requires confidentiality during the consideration of an honorific naming 
proposal. As such, the PCC Committee and the SEC considered the proposal confidentially in 
executive session, and the SEC acted on behalf of the Senate to consider the proposal.  
 
The PCC Committee met on Friday, April 3, 2020 and went into executive session to consider the 
proposal confidentially. The committee reviewed the proposal against the criteria in the USM policy.  
On April 14, 2020, the PCC Committee forwarded a memo that explained its consideration of the 
proposal and recommendation to the SEC.  
 
The SEC met on April 20, 2020 to consider the proposal confidentially in executive session. The 
committee reviewed the proposal and the memo from the PCC Committee, and met with the chair of 
the PCC Committee, Janna Bianchini, to discuss the proposal. The SEC also reviewed the proposal 
against the criteria in the USM policy. 
 
On April 23, 2020, the SEC submitted its assessment of the proposal, as well as the assessment of 
the PCC Committee, to President Loh for his consideration.  
  

 

FROM Laura Dugan, Chair, University Senate 

 

SUBJECT 
Senate Consideration of the Proposal to Rename the Department of 
Women’s Studies (Senate Document #19-20-52) 

 

UNIVERSITY SENATE 
 

MEMORANDUM  
 

Senate Executive Committee 



University of Maryland PCC 
Program/Curriculum/Unit Proposal 

Pro ram: N/A 

Department/Unit: Department of Women's Studies 

College/School: Arts and Humanities (ARHU) 

I PCCLogNo: 
18056 

Proposal Contact Person (with email): Ruth Zambrana - rzambran@umd.edu 

Type of Action (check one): 
D Curriculum change (includes modifying minors, 

concentrations/specializations and creating informal 
specializations) 

D Curriculum change is for an LEP Program 

□Rename a program or formal Area of Concentration 

D Establish/Discontinue a formal Area of Concentration 

IZI Other: Renaming an Academic Deparment 

D Establish a new academic degree/certificate program 

D Create an online version of an existing program 

D Establish a new minor 

D Suspend/Discontinue a degree/certificate program 

D Establish a new Master or Certificate of Professional 
Studies program 

0New Professional Studies program will be 
administered by Office of Extended Studies 

Italics indicate that the proposal must be presented to the full University Senate for consideration. 

4. Dean 

5. 

6. Chair, Senate PCC 

8. Senior Vice President and Provost 

Instructions: 
When approved by the dean of the college or school, please send the proposal and signed form to the Office of the Associate Provost 
for Academic Planning and Programs, 1119 Main Administration Building, Campus-5031 , and email the proposal document as an 
MSWord attachment to pcc-submissions@wnd.edu. 

Summary of Proposed Action (use additional sheet if necessary): 

We are proposing that our department name be changed from "Department of Women's Studies" to "The Harriet 

Tubman Department of Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies" 

Unit Code(s) (to be entered by the Office of Academic Planning and Programs): 









To: Dr. Pamela Lanford, Chair of the University Senate 
CC: Dean Bonnie T. Dill 
       Reka Montfort   
From: Ruth Enid Zambrana, Ph.D., Chair and Professor, Department of Women’s Studies  
Date: March 27, 2020 
  
RE: Request for Renaming of the Department of Women’s Studies   
 
1. Describe how Harriet Tubman fits the System criteria of: "scholars and other distinguished 
individuals who are preeminent in their field of endeavor and/or have contributed meaningfully to 
the USM or any individual institution." 
 
Harriet Tubman is one of Maryland’s most accomplished and distinguished figures, a role model to the 
world, and preeminent for her work of guiding enslaved people to freedom and fighting for the rights of 
America’s disenfranchised. While the USM did not exist during her lifetime, Harriet Tubman contributed 
to Maryland’s, and the nation’s, history. Harriet Tubman continues to be an enduring figure in American 
history for her devotion to abolishing slavery, fighting for freedom in the Civil War, and continuing to 
work for equality after Reconstruction. Harriet Tubman’s history is explicitly tied to Maryland, as her 
route on the Underground Railroad ran through the Eastern Shore in what is now known as the Harriet 
Tubman Underground Railroad Byway. With her early history and many of her distinguishing acts taking 
place in Maryland, she has certainly impacted our state and its people. 
 
Our Department seeks to carry her pioneering and fearless social activist and freedom fighter legacy 
forward. Members of the Department met with Tubman’s descendants who were enthusiastic about 
this naming opportunity. We discussed with them how to carefully commit our program to Ms. 
Tubman’s legacy and agreed that this name signals a commitment to a vision and actions that promote 
justice, equality, and freedom.  It also signals a commitment to issues of race and racialization, which are 
central to the Department’s mission and a national/international marker of this unit’s distinction.  

 
Having the name of this key historical figure as part of our departmental institutional identity, highlights 
our unique and field‐defining focus on Black feminist Thought.  Our naming and field‐defining focus will 
draw students from around the globe who are eager to engage in the study of  contemporary 
manifestations of inequity while sharpening their ability to analyze historical antecedents. Honoring 
Harriet Tubman at the Flagship institution of the State system of higher education is fitting given her 
roots in the State of Maryland, which have recently been recognized in the Maryland State House (see 
articles below).  It would also support and amplify the work of her family to remember their great aunt 
through Harriet Tubman Day and other Maryland‐based initiatives.  
 
2. Provide a biographical profile and describe the honoree's accomplishments. 
 
Harriet Tubman was born Araminta Harriet Ross to enslaved people in Dorchester County, Maryland. 
While her father earned his freedom, her mother and many of her siblings remained enslaved for much 
of their early life. One of the most vivid moments from her adolescence that helped inform many of her 
future accomplishments happened at a dry‐goods store. Tubman refused to help capture a runaway 
slave, and in response was struck in the head with a two‐pound weight that caused her to endure 
seizures, severe headaches, and narcoleptic episodes for the rest of her life.  
 



Her accomplishments are demonstrated bravery, fearlessness, and undaunting determination. Between 

1850 and 1860, Tubman made 19 trips from the South to the North following the network known as the 

Underground Railroad. She guided over 300 people, including her parents and several siblings, from 

enslaved Maryland to freedom in the North. This earned her the moniker “Moses” for her leadership. It 

also led to her involvement in the Civil War, where she worked for the Union Army as a cook and a 

nurse, and later an armed scout and spy. She was the first woman to lead an armed expedition in the 

war, the Combahee River Raid, which liberated more than 700 slaves in South Carolina. After the war, 

Tubman returned to her new home in Auburn, New York, where she cared for her aging parents and 

fought for suffrage and rights for women, minorities, the disabled, and the aged. She continued fighting 

for others until the day she died, cementing her legacy in the annals of American history as a freedom 

fighter, a soldier, an activist, and a caretaker. Harriet Tubman’s accomplishments resound loudly to this 

day, and our Department hopes to honor her legacy through our pedagogy, research and through 

learning experiences that teach about struggles for freedom and social justice.  

 

 

 

 

 
Articles on Harriet Tubman’s Honoring by the State of Maryland  

 ‘A Room with a Different View’: Maryland Unveils Statues of Harriet Tubman, Frederick Douglass 
in State House 

o https://www.baltimoresun.com/politics/bs‐md‐pol‐maryland‐tubman‐douglass‐statues‐
20200210‐fxgcotbdlvb4pfs2nr4jn3f5dy‐story.html 

 Statues of Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman Unveiled in Maryland State House 
o https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/md‐politics/statues‐of‐frederick‐douglass‐

harriet‐tubman‐installed‐in‐maryland‐state‐house/2020/02/10/5baf4dd2‐4c1f‐11ea‐
b721‐9f4cdc90bc1c_story.html 
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