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 DESCRIPTION OF ISSUE 

 
Students may commit violations of the Code of Academic Integrity that go undetected until after the student has 
graduated from the University and receives their degree. It is the current and longstanding practice of the Office 
of Student Conduct to hold former students accountable for violations of the Code of Academic Integrity that 
occurred at the time they were a student. Part 2(b) of the Code of Academic Integrity defines a student “as a 
person who is enrolled in or auditing courses at the University on a full-time or part-time basis at the time the 
alleged violation occurred, or an individual who may not be enrolled for a particular term at the time the alleged 
violation occurred but has a continuing relationship with the University.” The standard penalty for someone who 
is found to have committed a violation during their time as a student but who has since graduated is degree 
revocation.  
 
However, the Code of Academic Integrity does not currently define “Degree Revocation” as a sanction and does 
not state that this is the standard penalty for a former student found responsible for academic dishonesty who 
has since earned their degree.  
 
Degree Revocation is referenced in the University’s Policy on Scholarly Misconduct, part X (B) 2: 
 

Disciplinary Action. The University views Scholarly Misconduct as grounds for disciplinary action 
pursuant to applicable University policies, procedures, and contracts. Disciplinary action may include 
suspension and/or termination of employment of a faculty or staff member found responsible for 
Scholarly Misconduct. Disciplinary action may include termination of enrollment and/or degree 
revocation for a student found responsible for Scholarly Misconduct. Disciplinary action may be 
challenged or grieved according to relevant University policies. 
 

The Code of Academic Integrity references the University of Maryland Policy and Procedures Concerning 
Scholarly Misconduct (III-1.10(A) in the following way: In cases where an allegation of academic dishonesty 
could also be a violation of the University’s Policy in scholarly misconduct, the Director of Student Conduct and 
the University’s Research Integrity Office will determine whether this Code or the relevant University policy will 
apply.  
 
However, the University of Maryland Policy and Procedures Concerning Scholarly Misconduct does not 
specifically define Degree Revocation.  This applies to scholarly work, which includes research and other 
creative activity, research training, applications and proposals, and related activity containing a research 
component, performed at the University by any person, including students. 

 
 DESCRIPTION OF CHANGE YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE  

Amend the Code of Academic Integrity to clearly define degree revocation as a sanction and outline 
circumstances in which a degree may be revoked. For example: 
 
“Degree Revocation” means rescinding a degree previously awarded by the University. In cases where a 
degree revocation sanction has been issued, it will be permanently noted on the student’s academic transcript. 



 

 
 SUGGESTION FOR HOW YOUR PROPOSAL WOULD BE PUT INTO PRACTICE  

Charge the appropriate Senate Committee with revising the Code of Academic Integrity to incorporate the 
suggested changes. After approval by the Senate and the President, the changes could then be implemented 
by the appropriate offices. 
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