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RELEVANT

POLICY/DOCUMENT A

NECESSARY Senate, President, University System of Maryland Chancellor, and Maryland
APPROVALS Higher Education Commission

ISSUE

The Joint Program in Survey Methodology (JPSM) within the College of Behavioral and Social
Sciences proposes to rename its current post-baccalaureate certificate program in “Survey
Statistics” to “Fundamentals of Survey Statistics.” The curriculum provides a comprehensive
treatment of survey statistics at a fundamental level. The coursework focuses on key areas of
survey statistics, including survey and data science, sampling, and inference from complex surveys.
Students are also able to go into more depth in these areas through a variety of elective courses.
The program title change also aligns with JPSM'’s other certificate program, “Fundamentals of
Survey Methodology.” “Fundamentals of Survey Statistics” is a more accurate title and will be more
appealing to prospective students interested in an introductory graduate program in survey
statistics.

This proposal was approved by the Graduate School Programs, Curricula, and Courses committee
on September 27, 2019, and was approved by the Senate Programs, Curricula, and Courses
committee on October 4, 2019.

RECOMMENDATION(S)

The Senate Committee on Programs, Curricula, and Courses recommends that the Senate approve
this program title change.

COMMITTEE WORK

The committee considered this proposal at its meeting on October 4, 2019. Chris Antoun, Assistant
Research Professor in the Joint Program in Survey Methodology, presented the proposal and
responded to questions from the committee. The proposal was unanimously approved by the
committee.

ALTERNATIVES

The Senate could decline to approve this program title change.



RISKS

If the Senate declines to approve this name change, the program name will be less precise and less
appealing to potential students.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

There are no financial implications with this proposal.
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Renaming the Post-Baccalaureate Certificate in "Survey Statistics" to "Fundamentals of Survey
Statistics"

We are requesting to change the name from “Survey Statistics” to “Fundamentals of Survey Statistics”
to clarify that students do not need prior graduate work experience in survey statistics to enroll in the
program. A recent curriculum change also reflects the fundamental nature of the program:

e The certificate requirements changed from 18 credits to 12 credits

o We removed the requirement of the 700 level course SURV744 Topics in Sampling

e We replaced the 3 credit course requirement of SURV742 Inference from Complex Surveys to a
less rigorous 2 credit online 700 level SURV course that will be named Practical Inference from
Complex Surveys. This new 2 credit course is currently in the VPAC approval process.

For these reasons, we feel the curriculum changes warrant a name change to “Fundamentals of Survey
Statistics.” The program has never required prior graduate training in survey statistics. The curriculum
provides a comprehensive treatment of the field at an introductory, fundamental level. “Fundamentals
of Survey Statistics” is therefore more accurate and will be more appealing to prospective students.





