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Statement of Issue: 
 

 The Department of Public and Community Health within the School 
of Public Health proposes to change its name to the Department of 
Behavioral and Community Health.  The name Behavioral and 
Community Health better conveys the nature of the work 
conducted within the department and more accurately reflects the 
department’s commitment to health behavior.  The proposed name 
is also more consistent with similar departments in the leading 
schools of public health in the United States.  The department’s 
current name is also redundant since the College of Health and 
Human Performance became the School of Public Health.  The 
College of Behavioral and Social Sciences supports this name 
change because of its potential to further collaboration between 
the two colleges. 
 
The Senate PCC committee unanimously approved the proposal at 
its October 15, 2010 meeting.  The Academic Planning Advisory 
Committee approved the proposal on September 30, 2010. 

Relevant Policy # & URL: 
 

 

Recommendation: 
 

The Senate Committee on Programs, Curricula, and Courses 
recommends that the Senate accept the name change.  

Committee Work:  The Committee considered the proposal at its October 15, 2010 



  meeting.  Robin Sawyer, Associate Chair of Public and Community 
Health, and Coke Farmer, Assistant Dean of the School of Public 
Health, were present to discuss the proposal and answer questions. 

Alternatives: 
 

The Senate could decline to approve the new name for Public and 
Community Health. 

Risks: 
 

If the Senate does not approve the new name, then the 
Department will retain its existing name, which does not accurately 
reflect the nature of the department.  

Financial Implications: 
 

There are no financial implications with this proposal. 

Further Approvals 
Required: 
(*Important for PCC 
Items) 

If the Senate approves this proposal, it would still require further 
approval by the President. 
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•	 Please submit the signed form to the Office of the Associate Provost _
 

for Academic Planning and Programs, 1119 Main Administration Building, Campus.
 

College/School: School of Public Health 
College/School Unit Code-First 8 digits: 01203300 
Unit Codes can befound at: llJ.!.12§://hYPJZJ:pd.um(lJldu/Hlml Revorts/l{1?i!,s~htH~ 

DepartmentlProgram: Public & Community Health 
DepartmentIProgram Unit code-Last 7 digits: 1330301 

Type of Action (choose one): 

IJ Curriculum change (including informal specializations) 0 New academic degree/award program 
o Renaming ofprogram orformal Area ofConcentration 0 New Professional Studies award iteration 
oAdditionldeletion offormal Area ofConcentration 0 New Minor 
oSuspend/delete program x Other - Dept. name change 
Italics indicate that the proposed program action must be presented to the full University Senate for consideration. 

Summary of Proposed Action: 

Change of departmental name to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health. Since the College of Health & 
Human Performance became the School of Public Health, the department's current name is redundant given the name of 
the school, fails to convey the nature of the work conducted within the department, and is inconsistent with similar 
departments in the leading schools of public health in the United States. 
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Fwd: Follow-up  
Robert Gold [rsgold@umd.edu]  

Robin, Glover 
 
Great news from BSOS.  See below. 
 
bob 
 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 

From: "John Townshend" <jtownshend@bsos.umd.edu> 
Date: April 29, 2010 9:15:36 AM EDT 
To: "Robert Gold" <rsgold@umd.edu> 
Subject: Re: Follow-up 
 
HI Bob 
 
I did and they didnt respond so please assume this has our full support 
and offers a way for our two colleges to be better connected in the 
future. 
 
Best from Beijing. 
 
John 
 
Dr. John R. Townshend 
Dean and Professor 
College of Behavioral and Social Sciences 
2141 Tydings Hall 
University of Maryland 
 
Dean's Coordinator Julianna Bynoe 
301-405-1691 
jbynoe@bsos.umd.edu 
 
 
 

Robert Gold <rsgold@umd.edu> 4/27/2010 9:06 PM 
>>> 

John 
 
I know how busy things are for all of us at this time,  Two weeks ago 
I 
asked whether you might support a request to change the name of one of 
our 

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 12:52 PM 

To: Robin G. Sawyer; Elbert D. Glover  
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departments.  You were going to check with some of your Chairs.  We
would 
like to move forward with this request through the various stages of 
approval and I¹m hoping you¹ll support this effort.  Have you been able 
to 
give this any further thought?  Thanks 
 
   bob 
 
 
Robert Gold, Ph.D., Dr.P.H., FASHA, FAAHB 
Dean, School of Public Health 
rsgold@umd.edu  
301-405-2437 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Robert Gold 
Dean, School of Public Health 
rsgold@umd.edu 
301-405-2437 
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