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Statement of Issue:

The Department of Public and Community Health within the School
of Public Health proposes to change its name to the Department of
Behavioral and Community Health. The name Behavioral and
Community Health better conveys the nature of the work
conducted within the department and more accurately reflects the
department’s commitment to health behavior. The proposed name
is also more consistent with similar departments in the leading
schools of public health in the United States. The department’s
current name is also redundant since the College of Health and
Human Performance became the School of Public Health. The
College of Behavioral and Social Sciences supports this name
change because of its potential to further collaboration between
the two colleges.

The Senate PCC committee unanimously approved the proposal at
its October 15, 2010 meeting. The Academic Planning Advisory
Committee approved the proposal on September 30, 2010.

Relevant Policy # & URL:

Recommendation:

The Senate Committee on Programs, Curricula, and Courses
recommends that the Senate accept the name change.

Committee Work:

The Committee considered the proposal at its October 15, 2010




meeting. Robin Sawyer, Associate Chair of Public and Community
Health, and Coke Farmer, Assistant Dean of the School of Public
Health, were present to discuss the proposal and answer questions.

Alternatives:

The Senate could decline to approve the new name for Public and
Community Health.

Risks:

If the Senate does not approve the new name, then the
Department will retain its existing name, which does not accurately
reflect the nature of the department.

Financial Implications:

There are no financial implications with this proposal.

Further Approvals
Required:
(*Important for PCC
Items)

If the Senate approves this proposal, it would still require further
approval by the President.
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¢  Please submit the signed form to the Office of the Associate Provost
for Academic Planning and Programs, 1119 Main Administration Building, Campus.

College/School: School of Public Health
College/School Unit Code-First 8 digits: 01203300
Unit Codes can be found at: https://hypprod.umd eduw/Himl_Reports/units htm

Department/Program: Public & Community Health
Department/Program Unit code-Last 7 digits: 1330301

Type of Action (choose one):

(3 Curriculum change (including informal specializations) O New academic degree/award program

O Renaming of program or formal Area of Concentration U New Professional Studies award iteration
0 Addition/deletion of formal Area of Concentration O New Minor

O Suspend/delete program x Other — Dept. name change

Italics indicate that the proposed program action must be presented to the full University Senate for consideration.
Summary of Proposed Action:

Change of departmental name to the Department of Behavioral & Community Health. Since the College of Health &
Human Performance became the School of Public Heaith, the department’s current name is redundant given the name of
the school, fails to convey the nature of the work conducted within the department, and is inconsistent with similar
departments in the leading schools of public health in the United States.
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5. Dean of the Graduate School (if required)
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6. Chair, Senate PCC . / —

7. University Senate Chair (if required)

8. Vice President for Academic Affairs & Provost
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SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH
Departiment of Public and Community Health

January 13, 2010

Departmental name change request — PCC Committee

This proposal serves to formally request a departmental name change from the Department of
Public and Community Health to the Department of Behavioral and Community Health. Since
the evolution of the College of Health and Human Performance into a School of Public Health,
the current name of our department is redundant given the name of the school, and does not
convey the nature of the work conducted within the department, namely that swrounding health
behavior. We recognize that we are part of a university with a College of Behavioral and Social
Sciences, and respectfully request the use of a form of “health behavior” in our department
name. The Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH) requires accredited schools of public
health to include “a social and behavioral sciences” component, which the current Department of
Public and Community Health is integral to fulfilling. CEPH defines this component as
“concepts and methods of social and behavioral sciences relevant to the identification and
solution of public health problems” (pg. 10 of accreditation criteria at
http://www.ceph.org/tiles/public/SPH-Criteria-2005.S05 .pdf).

As evidence of our commitment to health behavior, the current Department of Public and
Community Health has a Center of Health Behavior Research and a Laboratory for Health
Behavior Assessment & Intervention. Adding behavior to the name of our department would be
consistent with our departmental mission, which includes that “the Department of Public and
Community Health is committed to achieving excellence in both undergraduate and graduate
education that is specifically focused on developing expertise in individual and community
health behavior and promotion.” The signature graduate course offered by our department that
all Masters of Public Health students in the school must take is titled Health Behavior. We also
offer a Health Behavior II course and an undergraduate Introduction to Health Behavior course.

The University of Maryland School of Public Health, based on the investment the University has
made in it, its culture and infrastructure for research, and its location near the national capitol, is
well positioned to compete with the top ranked Schools of Public Health throughout the United
States. The vast majority of Schools of Public Health have a department similar to the current
Department of Public and Community Health with a like emphasis on health behavior. In fact 15
of the top 25 schools of public health use some form of behavior in their name. For example,
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health (ranked 1) has a department of Health,




Behavior and Society. The University of North Carolina (ranked 2) and University of Michigan
(ranked 5) both have departments of Health Behavior and Health Education. Emory University
(ranked 7) has a department of Behavioral Sciences and Health Education. University of
Pittsburg (ranked 11) has a department of Behavioral and Community Health Sciences.
University of Texas (ranked 12) has a department of Health Promotion and Behavioral Sciences.
Boston University (ranked 13} and Yale University (ranked 16) both have departments of Social
and Behavioral Sciences. University of Iowa (ranked 18) has a Department of Community and
Behavioral Health.

In order to attract the best and brightest students to our department and compete with top ranked
schools of public health, it is critical to have a department name that clearly conveys the breadth
of our work and a name that will attract students of the very highest quality.
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Fwd: Follow-up

Fwd: Follow-up
Robert Gold [rsgold@umd.edul]

Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2010 12:52 PM

To:

Robin G. Sawyer; Elbert D. Glover

Robin, Glover

Great news from BSOS. See below.

bob

Begin forwarded message:

https://exch.mail.umd.edu/owa/?ae=Item&t=1PM.Note&id=RgAAAAAWjvzOKkG6IRpWFv...

From: "John Townshend" <jtownshend@bsos.umd.edu>
Date: April 29, 2010 9:15:36 AM EDT

To: "Robert Gold" <rsgold@umd.edu>

Subject: Re: Follow-up

HI Bob

I did and they didnt respond so please assume this has our full support
and offers a way for our two colleges to be better connected in the
future.

Best from Beijing.
John

Dr. John R. Townshend

Dean and Professor

College of Behavioral and Social Sciences
2141 Tydings Hall

University of Maryland

Dean's Coordinator Julianna Bynoe
301-405-1691
jbynoe@bsos.umd.edu

Robert Gold <rsgold@umd.edu> 4/27/2010 9:06 PM
>>>

John

I know how busy things are for all of us at this time, Two weeks ago

I

asked whether you might support a request to change the name of one of
our
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departments. You were going to check with some of your Chairs. We
would

like to move forward with this request through the various stages of
approval and I'm hoping you!ll support this effort. Have you been able
to

give this any further thought? Thanks

bob

Robert Gold, Ph.D., Dr.P.H., FASHA, FAAHB
Dean, School of Public Health
rsgold@umd.edu

301-405-2437

Robert Gold

Dean, School of Public Health
rsgold@umd.edu
301-405-2437

https://exch.mail.umd.edu/owa/?ae=Item&t=1PM.Note&id=RgAAAAAwWjvzOKG6IRpWFv... 5/3/2010





