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DESCRIPTION (Provide a succinct account of the proposed action. Details should be provided in an
attachment. Provide old and new sample programs for curriculum changes.)

The Philip Merrill College of Journalism proposes that the name of the doctoral program be changed from
Journalism and Public Communication to Journalism Studies.

“The Philip Merrill College of Journalism is a professional school dedicated to two missions: First, to educate
and train students to become leaders of the news business in print, television/radio and online journalism.
Second, to prepare scholars of distinction whose published works and critiques will advance the standards and
practices of journalism and our understanding of the news media and its influence on society. In offering a
Ph.D. in journalism, Maryland provides scholars and journalistic practitioners a unique opportunity to study the
workings of the media and assess its affect on society in the news center of the world” (The Maryland Ph.D.
Program Statement of Principles).

JUSTIFICATION/REASONS/RESOURCES (Briefly explain the reason for the proposed action. Identify the
source of new resources that may be required. Details should be provided in an attachment.)

The doctoral name change addresses several key issues:

1. Journalism Studies more accurately reflects the type of academic studies and scholarly research
conducted by journalism practitioners and media scholars. The College’s approach to blend media
theory seminars and advanced professional colloquia with a full range of methodological approaches to
the study of journalism and media reiterates the impact of media on the culture, as well as the impact of
culture on the media.

2. Journalism Studies is an easily understood concept whereas Journalism and Public Communication is an
ambiguous descriptor that fails to accurately reflect the College’s doctoral program. In addition,
Journalism Studies allows the College to better market the program to prospective students.

3. Journalism and Public Communication continues to inherently cause confusion between the doctoral
program offered by the Philip Merrill College of Journalism and the doctoral program offered by the
Department of Communication. The College has established a curriculum and doctoral experiences
emphasizing journalism and media studies, and needs a name that accurately reflects the program.

No additional resources will be needed to make the change. In addition, the doctoral name change will not
require any curricular changes. The College will request a Program Code change since JOPC will not be used.
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