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Statement of Issue: 

 

The College of Behavioral and Social Sciences and the Department 
of Government and Politics propose to offer a new area of 
concentration in International Relations for the Bachelor of Arts 
in Government and Politics.  This new area of concentration will 
allow students majoring in Government and Politics to focus their 
upper-level major electives on courses related to international 
relations and comparative politics.  This coursework will cover 
concepts that include power, institutions, political systems, 
theories of the state, political conflict, and war.  Students will 
develop a basic knowledge of the methods, approaches, and 
theories used in accumulating and interpreting information 
applicable to the field of international relations.  The department 
will be able to offer the concentration using existing resources, as 
it already has a prominent set of faculty that specialize in 
international relations and comparative politics.  The department 
has offered many of the courses in this concentration already. 
 
Students pursuing the concentration will fulfill their major 
requirements by taking specific courses related to the 
concentration, including the following: GVPT200 (International 
Political Relations), GVPT280 (Comparative Politics) or GVPT282  



(Politics of the Developing World), five 300 or 400-level courses 
related to the field, and an intermediate foreign language course.  
Survey results of students intending to major in Government and 
Politics indicate a high level of interest in this concentration.  The 
department believes that this concentration will help the 
University recruit talented students who are interested in 
studying international relations in the Washington, D.C. area. 
 
This proposal received the unanimous support of the Senate 
Programs, Curricula, and Courses committee at its meeting on 
September 4, 2015. 

Relevant Policy # & URL: N/A 

Recommendation: The Senate Committee on Programs, Curricula, and Courses 
recommends that the Senate approve this new area of 
concentration. 

Committee Work: The committee considered this proposal at its meeting on 
September 4, 2015.  Irwin Morris, chair of Government and 
Politics, and Katherine Russell, Associate Dean of the College of 
Behavioral and Social Sciences, presented the proposal.  After 
discussion, the committee voted unanimously to recommend the 
proposal. 

Alternatives: The Senate could decline to approve this new concentration. 

Risks: If the Senate declines to approve this formal area of 
concentration, the University will lose an opportunity to leverage 
its strong international relations faculty and course offerings to 
recruit talented students interested in international relations. 

Financial Implications: There are no significant financial implications with this proposal.   

Further Approvals Required:  If the Senate approves this proposal, it would still require further 
approval by the President, the Chancellor, and the Maryland 
Higher Education Commission. 

 



T H E U N I V E R S I T Y O F M A R Y L A N D , C O L L E G E P A R K 
P R O G R A M / C U R R I C U L U M / U N I T P R O P O S A L 

• Please email the rest of the proposal as an MSWord attachment 
to pcc-submissions(S),umd.edu. 

• Please submit the signed form to the Office of the Associate Provost 
for Academic Planning and Programs, 1119 Main Administration Building, Campus. 

College/School: 
Please also add College/School Unit Code-First 8 digits: 
Unit Codes can be found at: https.V/hypprod. umd. edu/Html Reports/units, htm 

Department/Program: 
Please also add Department/Program Unit Code-Last 7 digits: 

Type of Action (choose one): 
• Curriculum change (including informal specializations) • New academic degree/award program 

• Curriculum change for an LEP Program • New Professional Studies award iteration 
• Renaming ofprogram or formal Area of Concentration • New Minor 
^Addition/deletion offormal Area of Concentration • Request to create an online version o f an existing 
• Suspend/delete program program 

Italics indicate that the proposed program action must be presented to the full University Senate for consideration. 

Summary of Proposed Action: 

The Department o f Government and Politics proposes the creation o f a new formal Area of Concentration in International 
Relations. The new concentration would be available to students majoring in Government and Politics, and would offer a 
formal course o f study in a field that is in high demand among our current students. The proposed concentration is a 24 
credit program, and courses in the concentration would be taught primarily by existing tenured and tenure-track faculty. 
We are not requesting any new resources for this concentration. 
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Departmental/Unit Contact Person for Proposal: Scott Kastner 

APPROVAL SIGNATURES - Please print name, sign, and date. Use additional lines for multi-unit programs. 

1. Department Committee Chair ScoH \\a.<.iMr ^ ^<^,i^^kd>^^4^^ . ^f'f^'^ '^OlS 

2. Department Chair ^Ull i lA L' A ( Q ^ M S ^ ^ ^ v M v ^ Al^/V , ^ / ^ 

3. College/School P<LC Chair 

4. Dean 

5. Dean of the Graduate School ( i f required) 

6. Chair, Senate PCC ^|pv.^vjcjvng.w> 

1. University Senate Chair ( i f required) 

8. Senior Vice President and Provost 
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